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Peter Prevot, a British subjeot, Was arrested by 
the Chinese eaut#érfties in Hankow on July 5 on suspicion of 
being a epye It has now been dofinitely ascertained that 
he Was e spy in the amploy of the Japanese. Hie activities 
will not affeot the diplomatic relations between Chine and 


Great Britain. Peter Prevot is now an enemy of ths Chinese 


peoplee 
There is no doubt that Peter Prevot's object in 
e Working as a spy for the Japanese was to make money. It 
should not be overlooked that China is now cerrying on a 
war of resistence not only for the sake of her own existence 
and the peace of the Par East but for the assurance of 
intornational peace as well. The authorities of the. 
foreign Powers in China should impress this upon the minds 
of their nationals. They should check the movements of 
thoir netionals end eseist China by removing such persons 
from the employ of Japanese. 


Spy Suspect 
Pleads Guilty 
In Hankow 


Prevot Accepts Charges 
But Denies Harboring 
Anti-Chinese ‘ Motive 


HANKOW, July 20.—(Reuters)-— 
The case against Mr. Peter Prevot, 
British -subject who was last- month 
detained by the Chinese authorities 
for alleged espionage activities, was 
heard in the British Consular Court 
here this morning. 

Mr. Prevot, who was born in 
Hongkong, was detained in Wu- 
chang on June 28 while Boarding 
a plane for Hongkong. 

Cn hearing of Mr. Prevot’s ar- 
rest, Mr. C. EB. Whitamore, British 
Consul-General in Hankow, request- 
ed that he be handed over to him, 
and this request was immediately 
complic¢d with. 


‘of ‘Asticle 89 of the. china, Order- | 
in-Council of 1925, which states:— |, 


“Where it is proved that there 
is reasonable ground to apprehend 
that the acts or conduct of a Bri- 
tish subject are likely to produce 
,or excite a breach of public peace, 
‘the Court may require him to give 
jsecurity to keep the veace or for 
his future good behavior.” 

In- pleading guilty to the charge, 


Mr. Prevot’s counsel, Mr. C. E.! 


‘Sherwin, said that the defendant: 


wished to state that while his 


methods of gathering information, 
‘might well cause the Chinese to; 


‘become suspicious, he did not in- 
itend to use such information to the 


detriment. of China;- 

The Court ordered Mr. Prevot tc 
ifurnish security of :$5,000 on tuy 
}sureties, both British subjects Te 
‘sident in Hankow. 
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Local Briton 


Ordered 


‘Deported For Spying 


(Reuter’s Agency) 


that the defendant wished to say 


HANKOW, July 21—Mr,. Peter|that while his methods of gather- 
Prevot, who yesterday pleaded;ing information might well cause 


guilty to infringement of Article 
89 of the China Order-in-Council 
of 1925 and was ordered to furnish 
security of $5000 in two sureties, 
Ggain appeared before the British 
Consular Court today. 

Through his counsel Mr. C, E. 
Sh:rwin, Mr. Prevot said he was 
unable tc secure the necessary 
suretics totalling $5000. 

The acting consul-general, Mr. 
Cc. E. Whitamore, who is also 
Yudge of th: qourt, thereupon 
Ordered that Mr, Prevot be de- 
ported from China, 

This order is subjected to con- 
firmation by the judge of H.B.M. 
Supreme Court in Shanghal. 

.Mr, Prevot was last month de- 
tained by the Chinese authorities 
for alleged espionage activities, 
and was subsequently handed over 
to the British authorities. 

In pleading guilty to infringe- 


“ment of Article 89 of the China 


Crder-in-Council of 1925 yester- 


the Chinese to become suspicious, 
he did not intend to use such in- 
formation to the detriment of 
China, 

Article 89 of the China Order- 
in-Council reads: 

“Where it is proved that there 
is reasonable ground to appreliend 


that the acts or conduct of aj 


British subject are Mkely to pro- 
duce or excite a breach of public 
Peace, the court may require him 
to give security to keep the peace 
or for his future good behavior.” 


Well-Known Here 


Mr. Prevot is well-known in| 


Shanghai, having lived in this 


city many years. He is a mem-|: 


ber of the local stock exchange, 
and for some time was manager 
of the Ste. Anne Cullding on Rue 
du Consulat. He is a Briton born 
in Hongkong, and is unmarried. 
During the World War, he was in|]: 
France with the Chinese Labor 


Pay, Mir, Prevotis counsel Salg LCOrES. Dy at eel 
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With reference to the attached articles relating to 
the alleged espionage activities in Hankow of PH. Prevot, 
British, and his detention by the Chinese authorities on 
June 28 and subsequent handing over to the British Consular i 
officials, I have to report the following :- 

Prevot has been making numerous trips to Hankow 
during the past few months on behalf of the Japanese and 


has been heard locally to boast on several occasions of 


bE ORBLE LE SR 


tice fact that he has been working for the Nipponese Military 


pays 


in return for a monthly salary of $1,000.00. 

It is said that he is utilizing his knowledge of 
loe2l and China conditions on behalf of a syndicate of 
foreigners in the employ of the Japanese. 

On June 7, 1938, Prevot left Shanghai for Hongkong 
in the mev. “Aramis,” en route to Hankow. In the latter 


city Prevot became the subject of an intensive surveillance 


en ae ee 


on the part of the Chinese authorities. On June 27, the 


Mayor of Hankow communicated with the Acting British 
Consul-General there and complained that Prevot was acting 
as a spy for the Jap*nese. He requested that the British 
authorities immediately curb Prevot's activities and thua 
avoid any unpleasantness involving neutrals during the 
present tense situation. Prevot was called the same day - 
June 27 - to she British Consulate~eGeneral in Hankow where 
it was made quite plain to him that his activities were 
undesirable. He protested that he was on a legitimate 
mission for a Shanshai business house and produced certain 


documents which indicated that he had been instructed to 
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ascertain details in rersard to the amount of timber, 


real estate, factories, shops, etc. etc. available for 
leasing. It was thought, however, that these documents 
f were merely simple coded orders instructing him to 


t ascert@in certain important details relating to the 


atrength and disposal of Chinese troops, armaments, 
anti-aircraft defences, etc. etc. ‘the British Consul- 
General mide it manifest to Prevot that he would tolerate 
no "beating about the bush" and advised him to leave 
Henkow at the pine available opportunity. On June 28, 
when Prevot intended vroceeding to Hongkong by 2@ir, he 
was detained by the Chinese authorities just prior to 
entering the south-bound plane. According to details 


received in Shanghai, the Hankow authorities had received 


further information which pointed to the absolute 
certainty of Prevot's espionsge activities. He was 
honded over to the British Consul-General at the latter's 
request and is now being held under restraint in Hankow. 
It is the intention of the Crown Advocnte to 
prefer charges against Prevot under the Chine Orders- 
in-Council, but while the exact charge has yet to be 
framed, it is known that these orders do not provide for 
instances of eSpionage, as for example, in the present 
case. It is believed, however, that efforts will be 


made to secure a2 ruling ordering Prevot's deportation 
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from China. 
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Peter Ifenry Prevot, a British subject of French 
oricin, was born at Victoria, Hongkong on February 1, 1894. 
His father was Pere Robert, well known local French 
entholic missionory of the late "nineties," Prevot's 
Shanshai address is Apartment No.l, sixth floor, St Anne's 
Puilding, 25-41 Rue du Consulat. ‘Whilst it has yet to 


be confirmed, it is reported in certain circles that 
se 


4 : 
peel Prevot is working hand-in-glove with FeV. Wagner and Hilaire 


du Berrier, Americans who have already come to the notice 
eee ES | 


of this office on account of their espionage activities. 


De Se 


D.C. (Special Branch) 


SHANGHAI RESIDENT 
ARRESTED 


ritish Subject Accused 
Of Spying Activities 
’ In Hankow 


“MR. PETER PREVOT NOW. 


‘IN CONSUL’S CARE 
_ ea a oe Peter 

revot, a Br: RS ject born in 
fongkong, was akidihea by the 
Chinése authorities in Wuchang on 


lied with, , 

Mr. Prevot is rema in Han 
< pending elucidation of 
ituation.—Reuter, 


Shanghai resident, having been aj: 
member of the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange for a number of years.# 


du Consulat, of which building 
Jundertook the management 
behalf of the French Mission owners. 
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Briton In Wuchang 
Seized On Spying 


(Reuter’s Agency) 

HANKOW, July 12.—Mr. 
Peter Prevot, a British sub- 
ject bern in Hongkong, was 
detained by the Chinese 
auhcritics in Wuchang on 
June 28 while boarding s plane 
for Honxkcng, it was revealed 
here teday. 

It is alleged that the Briton 
was detained for spying activi- 
ties. 

On hearing of the arrest 
the British Consul-General in 
Hankow, Mr. C. E, Whitamore, 
Yequested that Mr. Prevot be 
handed cver to him. This re- 
quc:!. wes immediately com- 
plicd with. 

Mr. Preycet is remaining in 
Hankew peruding elucidation of 
the situaticn. 
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S.V.C.’s Position 


To the Editor of the 
“NortH-CHInA Dairy News” 


Sir,—I am surprised that no one 
took PREPARED to task for bis letter to 
vou in last Thursday's issue. Refer- 


ring to the mill riots and the neces- . 


sity for maintaining the S.V.C. in 
1t6 present form he propounds the 
following : 

If one small sectién of the ihdug- 
trial ccmmunity can tase so mu 
bother what would the position be if 
the trouble was general. 

The answer is perfectly simple— 
not ten times the present strength of 
the 8.V.C. would be sufficient to uel) 
such a disturbance. By the way, was 
the rioting element entirely to blame? 
Why does Preparep not enlighten your 
readers ? He condemns force on one 
side and then calmly proceeds to 
allow it on the other! 

He stands for the maintenance of 
the Corps as it is—i.e., as an ex~ 
iremely expensive military unit with 
trappings ‘and paraphernalia that have 
nothing in ¢ofmmon with the internal 
protection of the Settlement. Well 
and good. His opinion is entitled to 
consideration. But when, he wilfully 
distorts the contents of tie article on 
the S.V.C. by an anonymous contri- 
butor (in last Wednesday’s.-issue), it 
were time indeed that it be pointed 
out to him that your readers, whatever 
their opinions, stand for fair play. 

Times ‘have changed tnd cir- 
eumstances are not what they were 
We one dnd all havé the fullést ad- 
miration for the S.V.C. because of 
past services, but I feel certain 
that every reasonable man, in 
the Corps or ont, does not 
wish to Perpetuhte a s}stem 
which is entirely out-of-date and 
which is compelling expenditure that 
can be put to much better use. 
Sentiment should indeed have its 
place were there not other consider- 
ations of far gfeater importance. To 
uppeal to national bias in order that 
a body of men of no military value 
should continue to exist is to employ 
the usual claptrap ‘of those who pre- 
fer the rule of hatred and fear to 
that of internatioral friendship and 
confidence. No atteinpt to make of 
this matter a political issue should 
be tolerated. There is already far 
too much of this playing at politics 
there and it bodes no good for this 
city’s future. 

t us protect ourselves against 
mob violence (which could be avoid- 
ed if we always and at all times 
had social justice) by all means. 
us have a Corps which is purely a 
volunteer affair for internal defence 
devoid of all unnecessary military 
“trimmings,” and  theatricals; cam- 
manded by volunteers and run on 
the lines of the Police Specials, To 
argue that e soldier is better than 
a policeman is so ridiculous as to 
be worth the mention in order that 
the argument, be refuted. The dif- 
ference lies not in the human element 
but in the laws undér which each 
organization operates. Purely military 
affairs should be left in the hands of 
the sovereign states interested in 
Shanghai. It is their protection and 
their protection alone which guar- 
antees the Settlement against any 
sudden and untoward changes. 


P. H. Patvor. 
Shanghai, Nov. 24. eS 
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Peter Henry Prevot, a british subject of French origin, 


was born at Victoria, Hongkong on February l, 1894. He is 


in possession of British Passport No .8417 issued in Shenghai — 


_on October 29, 1931. 


_and is at present uu seb oct Meee, Wintel Bivsotip » Ste 
Anne's Building, 25-41 Rue du Consulat. He also has an office 


_ on the fourth floor of the same building, where he conducts a 


__Stockbroker's business. In addition Prevot acts as resident _ 


__being the French Catholic Fathers, for whom he manages several — 


| other local properties. 


_& bachdor and an excellent linguist, Prevot was formerly _ 


_ & member of the majority of the better class Shanghai clubs, 


a Put now retains membership in only a few of them. He hes 


to SF been a member of the Stock Exchange for several yeers and - 


xo ““ during the boom period in rubber was making as mech as $20,000 
a TITS \ We 


per month. When the slump set in, however, Prevot went down  _ 


heavily, and coupled with the prevalent depression in the 


| straitened circumstancefe 
Since April, 1956 many articles have eens in the 


| | business world, has lost so mich that he is now in comparative 
t 


! columns of the “North China Daily News" signed by Prevot. In 


each article or letter, Prevot's object was to bring before the 


ratepayers of the Settlement the absolute and urgent necessity 


of effecting economy in the conducting of the Municipal Council's 


affairs. 


Enquiries have indicated thet Mr. Prevot has been acting 
entirely independently and not on beh&lf of a group or clique. 
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There can be no doubt that sympathy has been shown_his project __ 


by members of al] professions in Shanghai, and many other letters 
_®pyearing in the press in the same vein as Prevot's articles _ 


only go to confirm this stetement. === 


_A clever and charming gentlemen, Mr. Prevot's private _ 


._iife will bear the strictest exyaminatione ss... = 
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Mr. Prevot Replies 


To the Editor .of the 
“NortH-CHina DaIty News” 


Sir,—It is surprising what can 
come from the pen of Mr. 
H. A. Meeks. That he, a_ rate- 


payer of the Settlement, a British 
Barrister, whose articles have 
so often appeared in various ,ournals, 
should presume to impute to me ac- 
cusations that I have never 
and moreover declare as fact some- 
thing of which he 1s entirely ignor- 
ant, is so unjust that those who have 
read all my correspondence and can 
therefore judge me fairly will resent. 
Apart from which I think his choice 
of language is somewhat unhappy. 


He is intrigued to know for whom , 
I am just as intrigued to! 


I speak. 
know for whom he speaks. To charge 
me with rating the members of the 
S.M.C., with many of whom I am 
ucquainted, as self-seekers, is ridicu- 
lous and I choose to ignore the 
charge. I respect each and every 
individual who sits on the Council. 
But I still see no reason for getting 
sentimental, like J.H.R. did, over 
their work. I do not believe they 
seek gratitude. Some may be on 
the Council because of their public 
spiritedness, others because 


made |' F 
. drawing a red herring across the trail 


they; 
were nominated to represent definite} 
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As to emoluments ~¢ommercial 
life I have nothing to say, the matter 
being purely private in’ nature. Yet, 
it will be readily admitted that those 
in commercial undertakings have to 
eecept risks which I do not think 
are present in a Municipal Service. 

I will not enter jnto a controversy # 
over whether an “orgy of spending” 
or “economy” is the better way in 
which to blast Shanghai out of the 
depression, Here again Mr. Reeks is 


and I do not propose to follow the: 


r scent, not liking herrings. Each of 


these schools of thought on econo- 
mics has a distinguished following 
nd none has so far been proved cor- 
icet. Also the rea] wealth of Shang- 
hai _ddeg_not come from the presence | 
Ol o few bishlv-prid Toreimners but f 
from the financial well-being of the 
masses—the small men. } 
fealing more particularly with 
Shanghai's finances it is evident that f 
the S.M.C. cannot maintain the pres- 
ent rate of expenditure as egainst 
income and for that reason it is in- 
cumbent upon it to reduce its ex- 
penses, (It would be interesting in- 
deed to see such a reducing process 
being put into application through? 
greater spending!!)  . have simply i 
given my ideas as to where reduc-j 
tions may be effected and have done} 


loca] interests; but as a governing} so quite frankly. In the process 
body I, at least, feel_that they are; was prepared to accept opposition_buty 


ihe feeling that our Administration 
te a select coterie that pan n 

to cer er Right or wrong, 
is is what is being nolised abroad 


and there can be no harm done in 


stating it openly. The S.M.C. 
cannot lay claim to perfection’ 
and as a public body its 


actions are open to criticism. But 
there has been no attempt in my let- 
ters at lowering its prestige nor its 
powers nor has any attack been de- 
l:vered at the character of any indi- 
vidual or inc .viduals. 

If Mr. Reeks wishes to belittle any 
efforts I am making to secure for 
Shanghai what I c-nsider.a_more re- 


Ty person and my ideas or opinions 
are two very different things. It can 
bardly matter therefore whether I 
am a Hottentot or a Bushman. As it 


happens I do belong ‘to’ one of fang 


nationalities. that Mr. 
On that matter 


three 
names. 


the 
Reeks 
of fact therefore 
Wrol 
in the International Settiement and 
indirectly contribute to its govern- 
ance and upkeep. And as a citizen 
of this great city I will continue to 
maintain the right each of us posses- 
ses to freedom of speech. 

When speaking of the S.M.C, it 
is not possible to treat the. present 
one as a separate entity from any 
of those which preceded it. It is 
not a Being so much as a form of 
Government, with very definite poli- 
cies arrived at after due deliberation. 
These policies may or may not suit 
the public. Individual Councillors 
may change yearly but the Coun- 
cil as a body “goes marching on.” 
This point clearly understood—and 
enyone wit an open mind cannot fail 
tc understand—the cause for criticism 
of to-day’s Council is more readily 
understood, A 

Whether the higher ranks in the 
Councils’ cmploy are overpaid ofr 


not is a distinct :natter of opinion, 
I still] feel that they are because if 


higher’) 
ketterposition to take a “cut.”: This 
acetrine is somewhat sociulistic I 
admit: but it is not for that reason 


inhuman. It ic the whole motif of 
my correspondence present _and_pas 


i 
, he is at liberty to do so. 


he_is popelesslz 
I have my place of business 


main impertinent, 


ofthe right order I think opponents 
like J.H.R. Mr. Reeks and others 


would gain by a lesser betrayal of 
impatience in their public utterances 
“Nincompoops,” “self-seekers,” “en 

vious ones,” “carping critics,” “snip 


ers,” ete. are all names that da}. 
nothing ™ than coniirm a “Wear 
efence and iscussior™ 


I have admitted in my correspon-¥y 
dence the excellent work done b 
the S.M.C. and have deprecated the 
raking up of the “mud” of the past. 
What has motivated aH my criticis 
has always been clear—those on the 
lower rungs of the economic 0 
social ladder should not ibe made to 
suffer at the expense of those highey 
up. I speak for no group or groups 
and have no contacts with anyff 
That explains why my writings hav@ 
much of the “personal” touch. | 

Tt is a great pity that in his cong 
cluding paragraph Mr. Reeks admit 
a_tenden o violence of languag 
igarity. If the dignity of th¢ 
S.M.C. might not be enhanced by thg: 
presence of Mr. Reéks (i.e. of cou 


‘if My. Reeks refrains from dein 


violent or vulgar) or myself on thag’ 
body I for my part cannot see that i 
would necessarily be diminished. 


man’s valtre to a community lies no, 
his _socia]_ or econo al positio 

but in wh within him and ; 

his desire to se pach and ery! 

one without reference to race, creed 

t Soclal or economical standing 


7 shall always defend any persona: 
charges against me but see no neces 
sity for continuing a discussion i 


‘ which I have made my stand quite 
\-clear. 


I would like to conclude © 
one note however—a plea for a bet 
ter understanding between the vari 
ous communities in this city. All ig 
not welk—at least that is what is 
generally felt. But cannot sectiona 
misunderstandings be. smoothed ove 
to the advantages of all parties? 

If asking for consideration to al 
concerned especially the small me 
if adherence to my right to crittciz 
the actions of a public ody; if plead 
ing for: International go0d-feliowshiy 
in an International Settlement is im- 
pertinence, then ipust choose to re: 


P. H. Prevor. 


Shanghai, Nov. 3. 
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{under the supposed plea of necessity. | 
,In the hey-day of things, when 
‘champagne flowed freely and quite 


Inquiry Supported 


To the Editor of the 


“Nortu-CuHina Datty News” 


Sir,—There is much to be said for 
your contributor’s article in your 
issue of June 3, anent S.M.C. 


stupidly in our  night-haunts, the | 
‘SMC. also threw discretion to the 
winds and created posts for which 
there was no call. The confidence of 
the public cannot but have been 


salaries etc. as he practically shaken however slightly To ia 
advocates what I did, a revision to’ goings-on and if the compla ia ir- 
meet changed conditions. Such re-: ected against the Council in your 


‘ision can best be met by the estab- 
-Yshnent ofa thoroughly dependent 


ommission, composed men_un- 
a amy way with “the 
Council and .not-necessarily business 


me that. And I stress the word 
indepen’ = vit 

our contributor deprecates blind 
criticism and suggests that aspersions 
have been cast upon Municipal nervants 
wha cannot by the rules of the game 
retaliate. I deny that any aspersions 
whatever have been cast upon indi- 
viduals holding municipal posts and 
challenge the writer to prove his 
statement. Why does he consider the 
critics any blinder than he? What: 
quality or attribute does he possess’ 
which makes him see things Muni-- 
cipal in a clearer light than they?- 
The S.M.C. despite its numerous | 
promises still withholds from the pub- ! 
lic all its important doings. What does‘ 
it pay a Press Liaison Officer for? 
The criticism in the Press has not. 


columns have been somewhat colour- 
ed with extremist views the Council 
has only itself to blame. The "nepot- 


‘ ism” connected with certain appo:nt- 


ments even of recent date must be | 
answered for. i 


and/or allowances (after careful ex- 
amination of the case.of_epch class | 
of _employee) would nat be—a—harde 
shin_and-wauld be _auite-in- Kesh 
with the situation as it is: They 
foo could not see why the interests 
of only a few were sacrificed upon 
the alfar of economy when _ those 
best able to face a “cut” were left 
severely alone. I accuse your con- 
tributor of being deliberately mis~- 
leading for leaving this aspect of the 
question out of his article. In fact 
my criticism of the S.M.C. was based 


been directed at individual efficiency : practically on this contention. T will 


but at the whole Municipal employ- 
ment organization which very many . 
of the public state quite openly has 
not moved with the times. What may 
be but peccadilloes in good times 
become intolerable faults in times 
such as we are passing through, 


If we could only adjust our present 
outlook to what is in store for us 
instead of yearning for the return 
of the gold rush fever that affected 
Shanghai during, and for some num- 
ber of years, after the Great War, 
ending somewhere round 1932, ac- 
cepting with good grace the depar- 
ture from the money-madness which 
possessed so many of us (including 
our City Fathers) into normalcy, I 
for one think that confidence would 
be more quickly restored to this city. 
And the SMC. should show the 
way by refusing to countenance the 
wastage of public funds that goes on 


not however suggest that he is unfair, 
preferring to give him the benefit of 
the doubt. ! 

Neither he nor any of the public 
need worry as to the Municipal 
employee being unable to look after 
himself, Sleepless nights need not 
be our lot on that count. As a body, 
the Municipal employee can shout 
as lustily as any new-born bibe 
where his interests are affected and 
If he has not to go through the press 
it is because he has directly the 
ear of the S.M.C. in whose maternal 
care he need not fear very much for 
the future. To suggest therefore that 
he is being unfairly attacked as your 
contributor appears to make out is 
farcical gnd deceives noboily. 


P. H. Prevor. 
Shangha!, June 4. 


—_—_ 
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MUNICIPAL SALARTES 
Effect of Depression 


: 
> 
To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Crina Datty News” 

‘Sir; -It is evident from ANcLo- 
ETatin's letter of the 27th inst. that 
there is an absence of bones in 
Shanghai. It is good to hear at the 


me time that the box-makers along: 
I was 


roadway are prospering. 
Wondering why. when it occurred to 
me that the possible reason lay in 
the fact that they have probably 
been making boxes to hold the bones 


in, otherwise where could these bones. 


Rave gone? | 

+ I hope that we can all admire, too, 
our correspondents’ brand of econo- 

mics which is quite in keeping with 


what is bringing on _ ruination 
t% the world and to Shanghai, 
He seems to find it quite: 


natural that the box-makers as a 
body succeed at the expense of 
Some other commercial or trading 
body. It is like rejoicing at a dog 


avhich, beginning by swallowing: its } 


pwn tail, keeps the process up till 
there is nothing left to chow. May 
hi request that he and others inter- 
€sted be good enough to read “Break- 
town” by Robert Briffault- He and 
they will see clearly why there is 
dittle hope for recovery until we 


fécognize the axiom that the greatest 
good we can do to ourselves is to 
help others and not profit by their 
Misery. 


a, 


m_ general against 


he 28th _inder the fille 
gade Staff Reductions.” Each indivi- 
@ual may Rave his own opinion as to 


Whether Council pay (plus all the 
yarious allowances already detailed 

correspondence) especially for the 
Bigher-ups. is excessive or not. That 


- “AYSHEL MURICIPAL £ 


! Ss. >. mt 


is only the financial or narr w Vig: 


-There_is_a_much_ broader 


he katepayers fight 

their battle on such a ground they 
must willy-nilly win out. - 
S com Cial salaries with the 


ee eee or of S.M.C. emoluments 
London ~Conaty 


Council are, as I said, not always 

jer of “country, 
service, experience, etc. come into 
play which would prolong argument 
to a practically negative result. But 
no contention however brilliant can 
possibly justify the visiting of the 
“small” man with the terrible social 
disease of unemployment when others 
who get $3,000 to $3,500 a month are 
not even asked to contribute their 
share. This is the sort of thing that 
makes for revolutions. ANGLO- 
Latin calls them “explosions.” But 
some will say (referring to any one 
of the higher-ups in the Council’s 
employ) “A man of his intellect and 
experience should get $3,000 to $3,500 
a month (plus allowances!)” I will 


eto na h 


i the luxuries that e 
salaries “above-mentioned. Oo you' 
see a ie argument cannot hold. 


If the Council wishes to put my 
statement to the test it can easily 
do so by _advertisi: for_men 


“intellect and exper. 


at Tower salarfes than those at_pres- 
e The way 


some have of comparing $16 to £1 or 
G35 in the matter of salaries is 
utter nonsense and deceives nobody. 
as $16 locally, standard for standard 
of necessary living expenses, pur- 
chase much more than £1 in Eng- 
Jand or G.$5 in the U;S.A. 

I could go on with argument after 
argument on this subject but it ts 
not only with one’s hand on one's 
pursethat the matter must be treated. 
Living expenses, ren a STothing ete, 
have come down here and every- 
where. Non-necessaries are left out 
of more budgets. However, lower 
prices are absclutely necessary all 
round if we are to successfully com- 
bat the strenglehold finance has on 
us to-day. Interest rates in most 
countriea have been drastically. 
reduced. Municipal Income here is 
coming down in conjunction with the 
lowering of rents and the numerous , 
vacancies that are occurring inj 
nearly all lamded estates. Is it fair 
or unfair that the Municipal em- 
ployee should refrain from doing his 
part? When commercial salaries | 
were high here, he raised an outery | 
to have his own emolument “brought 
up to scratch.” Does he think it 
really unjust that with tke all-round 
reductions that have taken place he 
should be asked by the public, whose ; 
servant he is, to do his little bit? 

t ece: 


ployees were carried onethe books 
of the Fire Department Ts rather an} 
indication o something being dras- { 
tleally wrong with the way employ- 

“Have “been doled: oui inthe! 


iments |} 


c 
a2t 


ne SPLINT TTS 


2 


t 


THE NORTH-CHINA DAILY: NEWS, TUESDAY, MAY 26, 


S. V. C. 
Value of Figures 


To the Editor of the 
“NortH-Cuina Datty News” 


Sirn,—I certainly cannot agree with 
Mr. Bruce Locknart's contention that 
“an informed and intelligent public 
opinion can scarcely be expected to 
emerge fr om a maze of public discus- 
sion ete” He is referring to the 
discussion about the S.V.C. 

I am afraid that Mr. Lockhart dees 
not see the forest for the trees and 
knowing him as I do I can justly 
say that he is sadly bitten by what 
I shall call the “Statistics bug.” 
lf it is his intention of showing 
the public the rise in the costs; 
of the Volunteer Corps, let him say 
so clearly, otherwise there is little 
point in the “maze” of figures whichj 
he trots out for our edification. Wa 
all know those figures have appeared 
in the Municipal Reports. It is dif. 
ficult enough to hold public interest 
in matters of the present—wherefore 
this raking up of the past. Whatever 
was spent between 1929 and 1935—oK} 
for that matter, between 1841 andj 
1935—is gone and paid for and 
mourning over the passage wil] do 
no good. Taking as exampl - 
practically white elephant the Ceng 


But would suck a course serve any, 
immediate purpose? 

An object may be costly at half 
a-million in this year of grace and! 
cheap at twice the figure the year4 
before, or vice-versa, That is a mat-4J 
ter of circumstance. Where an ex-; 
penditure of $10,000,000 woul} be} 
sanctioned gladly on the grounds of 
necessity, a demand for $10 would, 
be vetoed for a contrary cause, Mr. | 
Bavce LocknartT i : 

t alue and though your readers 

y have reason to thank him for 
his self-Imposed task (which was not 
as difficult as you try to make out; 
Bruce, was it now?) I really do not: 
see that he has materially helped ing 
moulding public opinion. The last 
published cost of the S.V.C. is $720,-3 
000. I have argued that—and so far: 
I have not seen any refutation of 
the points 1 nalsed 


y m canada Tey: sj 
Wrong ‘but I Sow from what I havej 
heard and what has been addressed} 
to me that my views have excellent; 


support. —Oninion—has_been stirred) 
f 


k. He must remember tho 
most people are thoroughly diffident; 
about “coming out into the open™ 
with their ideas. I know from ex 
perienc time 
punishment can be—and how 


Avetteee paw +e wen i 6 


stand such an_ attitude. 


P. H. PREVOT. 
Shanghai, May 25. 
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VOLUNTEER SPIRIT 


Mr. P. H. Prevot Replies: 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-CuIna DaiLy News” 


Sir,—Mr, Cohen has not quite got 
out of the maze in which ,he has 
involved himself by employing the 
somewhat insulting term “slacker.” 
A “Volunteer” Corps is one which 
relies or should rely for its member- 
ship upon parties who are understood 
to have used their own free-will. 
Why therefore does he have to cast 
a slur upon the character of any in- 
dividual, young or old, who chcoses 
to exercise that selfsame ‘free-will 
according to his particular concepts. 
By all means recruit if you can, Mr. ; 
Cohen, but it is not for you (cr any- 
body) to insult in such a personal 
way! 

And if the S.V.C. is a “volunteer” 
unit, wherefore the Very. g0odly pro-. 
portion of paid officers and men? 
“Otp SHANGHAI ResmenT .asks me 
to “think of my life.” This injection 
of the element of fear moves 
some people but I am afraid it has 
little effect on me. I have theught 
of my life and the lives of my friends 
and the thousands around me and I 
still remain unshaken in my original 
conviction. But why does he say 
“We must have both the Police and i 
Volunteer Service, etc.”?__I am all in 

of _the.-Police, so he cannot 
ve read me correctly, I still con- 


at_the would —-be -every 
it_ag useful turfied into_a_properly 
drilled Police Unit, From ;the point 


of view of economy let me call his 
attention, and that of those interested, 
to the following figures of comparison. 
The force of 520 Specials costs the 

‘ City about $30,000 annually as against 
$720,000 paid on account of four times 
that number of Volunteers. In sim- 
pler terms, at an expenditure of say 
$360,000 the Council could get 6,000 
Police. And Police work is constant— 
Volunteer work eventual and con- 
sequently spasmodic, 

Might I make one request to my 
critics; I think they might at least 
i offer reasons for their statements. It 

would help their cause a lot more. 


P, H. PREvOT._ 
os po ae 
Shanghai, May 16. 


*eeMr. Prevot is exceeding the 

bounds of fairplay. Mr. Consn has a , i a 
{ perfect right to describe as “slackers . . 
, able-bodied men who are eligible for " Pan 
recruitment, have leisure at_ their a ae 
disposal and do not join the Volun- ‘ y 
| teers. Only those who fit the cap need ck $ 
: get out of breath or angry with Mr. 5 

ConEN. 
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Economy Urged 


To the Editor of the 
“NortH-Cuina Dairy News” 


Sir,—I do not intend that the dis- 
cussions I have raised by a free ex- 
orcssion of my views in these columns. 
degenerate into a cheap free-for-all} 
where personal abuse under the guises 
of public-spiritedness is used as an 
offensive ur defensive weapon. 


That is why I am answering your 
leaderette of this morning. Mr. H. H. 
Cohen was perfectly justified in calle 
ing for greater recruitment in the ff 
S.V.C.—sinee he believes in its use- 
fulness—and of criticizing my con- 
trary belief. But in the use of the 


F gagements; 
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of the whole business and so do thou- 
sands of others. By all means let 
the Council respect contractual en- 
nothing however can 
} prevent a fair compromise being 
offered to office-holders. Recalcitrants 
can easily be dealt with at a later 
. date. 
|As regards the higher-paid posts. 


t ze_is not «ne of them which would 
-but_be gladly 3 e@_present 


incumbent at a much more moderate 


Saln This is not a matter of taking 
advantage of bad times. It is a 


H matter of sot:nd finance and_ social 


| fairness. Replacements would not be 
adifficult affair. Created posts should 


4 be abolished. _ 


If the Commission I suggested, and 
which you approved: of, be appointed 
{ trust that it will consist of men 


term “slacker” he was unfortunately any gna pti ord Fai 
ersonal and he got wh _ ff Pendent views and social-mindedness. 
ym and_he got what_he deserved. As for the S.V.C., I purposely left 


if_he_persists 


sort of ny- 


in_that sort of game, So will any 
body, whatever his position in this 
city, who emulates him. I am dis- 
aisdive te Phiblle Barvices and their 
usefulness in relation to cost, not the 
personal foibles of any individual or 
individuals, 

Now I shall reply to your own 
comments. Muy 1 ask you to accept 
what I say in the same good spirit as 
Y accept your criticism. ‘Your lead- 
erettes are very weak. Your counter 
attacks are mere thrusts unbacked by 
any good reasoning. You omit to 
take into consideration the matter of 
Change of c:rcumstances when dealing 
either with Mumicipal Salaries or the 
$.V.C. The human touch is complete- 
ly lacking ia your articles and I for 
one have the impression, rightly or 
wrongly, that editorial broadminded- 

| ness is absent. You say that [ 
. “garbled” the purport of your leader 
on Municipal Salaries. I confess that 
in many maay cases I am compelled 
in my mind to deal likewise with a 
number of your editorials. You must 
cardon my _ ignorance, but_more 
jugglery of words hrases, how~- 
eee a allaouetina, would please 
quite a number of your more assidud' 
readers. 

I respect ane welcome every opinion 
you or your correspondents emit 
which are ir.tended to contradict my 
own. But so far let me say that, 
apart from sentimentality, little if 
any reasoning has been adduced to 
strengthen such opinions. Again I 
must plead ignorance or just plain 
stupidity. 

In the matter of Municipal Salaries 
the position is clear. By far the 
greater number of Shanghailanders, 
foreign and Chinese, have found their 
incomes and their standards of 
living dangerously reduced. Municipal 
economy is a crying need, yet-nothing 


I rebel at the callousness | 


Hit must 


myself open to correction, From 
perusal of. your columns_no one ap- 


lions are or are destined to be, To 
me nevertheless they seem quite 
clear. Again I am wrong no doubt. 


jhas done :ts work._Its military 
Character adds _in no way to its 
&fficiency.. Keunomy js needed and if 
disbanding is cut of the question re- 
ducing it { SETI serve, 
drilled_and disciplined, would in n 

way impair its standing or req) 
“util A military force can only be 
used _after_proclamation of martial 
law and I dare to doubt if the SM.C. 
as a non-so-;nreign body has a right 
to make such a declaration. 

All said and done the Ratepayers 
as a body will be the ones to shape 
future policies—not the S.M.C. Will 
they become articulate openly or will 
they be satisfied to continue in the 
same old way? The S.M.C. has by no 
means been ell black. It has done 
magnificent work in the past and is 
well worthy cf every possible praise 
in that direction. If it has blundered 
that is only human. But if it refuses 
to move with the times, then blunder- 
ing can _no longer be condoned an. 


je Ca ed to order by Ose 
who hold the real _ power. 
P. H. Prevor. 


Shanghai, May 14. 


***The Shanghai Municipal Council 
is the elected representative body of 
the Ratepayers so Mr. Prevot and this 
journal are in 
on the point. 


= a ean RIE I ak ETE Sak 8 88 IC te me 


pears ‘to know exactly what its func-_ 


My point is that the Corps as a unit ' 


complcte agreement 


ener 
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. Volunteer Staff 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina DaILy 


Sin,—Referring to the 
dence and comments on the S.V.C. 
muy I, as a resident, and incidentally 
a tixpayer, suggest a really definite 
move in the direction of economy for 
the careful consideration of the S.M.C. 

The S.V.C, must be maintained, but 
is it ever likely to be called upon to 
the extent it was, from say 1924-1927, 
during which period it warranted the 
expenditure? 


News” 
correspon- 


official headquarters staff consisted 
of a Colonel and two Sergeant Majors 
(instructors). Now Sir, does th 
resent_or ‘possil ure duties 
e Corps warr, retenti 


Colonel, Brigad jor, Adviser, Staff 
Officer and Battalion Adjutant, togeth- 

ith tw a e 
tors)? _ 


Ex-SeEnrvice, 
Shanghai, May 12. 


During these strenuous times, the | 


preteen 


8 yer, 
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MUNICIPAL SALARIES 
Mr. Prevot’s Views 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Dairy News" « 


Sir,—The Leader on “Municipal 
Salaries” in this morning's issue of 
your esteemed paper savours more 
of an apologia than 3 convincing de- 
fence o: the matter treated. So far 


as I am concerned it does not really | 


matter whether Mr. Higher-up in the 
Council is paid $40,000 or $100,000 a 
year, or whether or not his job has 
resulted from what some critics term 
nepotism. So long as the Ratepayers 
found the system satisfactory and 
voted the expense and nobody was 
hurt in the process, there was little 
to seriously grow] about, 
—-But_tne first growl happens to 
_come from the Council itself. It recog- 
nizes the need for contraction ©: ex: 

enditure mee e ever-lesseni 
Income and decides to embar nm 

sc ent. True to 
tradition the “little man” is being 
made to take the whole brunt of all 
this. He needs every cent he receives 
in order to so much as exist, but in 
spite of this. he is being thrown out 
in large numbers and left to fend for 
himself in a city where unemploy- 
ment is rife. With nothing put aside 
the has had no time) and nothing to 
look forward to, his position is indeed 
a desperate one. Yet are there men 
:n the Council's employ _ living, 
as I say, on the very fat of 
the land or occupying “soft™ ow: 
“ereated” jobs—positions that I re- 
peat. can quite easily be dispensed 
with without in any way interfering 
with the good work of administration. 
Why have these men not been asked 
te make the first sacrifice? They 
are best able to meet the change, 

That is the whole point of my criti- 
cism. When into tiie bargain comes 
the matter of poverty of social ser- 
vice then the whole position becomes 
infinitely worse. And yet the Chair- 
man speaks glibly of an increase in 
the Rates. If he gets his hope ful- 
filled, little hope is there left for 
Shanghai's future. 


Whilst on the subject, may I point 
out that your comparison of the local 
rates and taxes with those paid by 
Birmingham, Liverpool. Manchester 
and most American cities, is quite un- 
justified, as the conditions obtaining 
in each case are different. You can- 
not have allowed sufficiently for the 
differences In the economic scale. 
‘That my very-great-grandparent gnaw- 
ed 1aw meat off the bone and donned 
only sheep or bearskin hardly justifies 
my doing the same to-day. Of course 
I would. delight the ladies—those, 
keen worshippers of cave-man stuff— 
but I should be immediately ostracised 
by the male or weaker sex and re-' 
legated to the ranks of the cannibal’ 
and probably shot on sight. What 
therefore may be good for Birming- 
ham. ete. ete. need not be, indeed 1s 
not, good for Shanghai. ‘ 

In the matter of overpayment of 
salary has it occurred to you’ that 


(1) $30,000 is the equivalent of about, 
£2,000 but the real or purchasing. 
value of the money in Shanghai 
nearer £4,060. In Slocum-on-Marsh I 
should venture to say that salary 
would be a very moderate one!!! 

(2) Payment of.an over high salary} 
in order to assure integrity of the 
incumbent is a serious refiection on 
the moral character of said incum- 
bent? What a commentary on our 
materialistic civilization! 
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I do not suppose that much change 
will happen immediateiy from all 
these writings and discussions. The 
game of patting each other's backs by 
those who hold the reins of power 
will probably go on. Sincere and 
justified criticism will continue to be 
yeceived with offence or disdain, And 
all the tire the lowly-placed will 
have to find happiness in being crush- 
ed out of existence. But the day of 
reckoning cannot be very fat off. The 
exploitation of the rhany for the sake 
of the very few must have its re- 
percussion. When the boomerang 


| strikes, the force of the rebound will 


be even greater than that of the de- 
livery. 

Finally, does the new Council dare 
to appoint immediately a_ totally 
independent and fair Commission to 
examine into the above charges? 
There are plenty of honest and cap- 
able men who could carry out the 
work to everybody's  satisfaction— 
men who have no particular cronies 
to favour, no axes to grind and no 
false god to worship. Really inde- 
pendent souls I mean. 


PH. PREYS; 
Shanghai, May 8, 


***In regard to Mr. Prevot's two 
questions it may be stated 
(1) The Council's scales of salary are 

according to the market rates 
fixed by experience and due re- 
gard to the qualifications required 
and tested by the usual methods 
ef comparison. 

(2) It is a fact that the prescription 
of a scale of salary which ensures 
to the recepicnt a modest com- 
petence is the best safeguard 
against corruption, 

For the rest Mr. Prevot does not 
seem to have read the leading article 
with the care which would have en- 
abled a man of his intelligence to 
avoid so palpable a garbling of its 
purfort, 


Se ee - = 
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Obstacles to be Met 


To the Editor of the 
“NORTH-CHINA Darry News” 
Sin,—It_ makes one feel good to see 


A member of the Church so openly | 


attacking the sores that Plague this 
=r. ng hypocriti it of 


nein to us.in 
phrases to tell us our duty to one 
another whatever iti 
finclitistaccn €r our condition or 
But does it not seem a bit 
Shanghai has - Suddenly Setencas ne 
the presence of terrible Social injus- 
tices in our midst? I personally have 
Ow; or the last twent 
years and touched upon them in 
various “letters to the Papers.” Or is 
it that a certain light has just dawned 
&iving courage to sally forth and 
deliver battle to the enemy? 
It is by no means too late to com- 
wae But having started on what 
rill be a very weari ro 
nothing will daunt retortneag sak ae 
the frowns of disapproval from the 


little tin-gods who supposedly or in. 
J r wi a pity indeed 
if so much good-will both clerical and 


lay, fails to accomplish the task, 
But to Succeed—though I hate to 
say it—there must be funds, funds 
supplied by the public of Shanghai. 
Without official aid either from the 

i; Chinese Government or ar. 


' gion 
Shanghai, May 5. ( 


Godless i j the task is 
hopeless, F am afraid. My concern 
here is not with the former but with 
the latter. First, the Shanghai 
Municipal Council must learn that 


poemoney_it wastes annually can 
put to much better use. To be 


constructive it must first be explained 
how the wastage occurs viz: in the 
payment of ridiculously high salaries 
to the clique of higher-ups::in the 
creation of much too ornate ‘public 
buildings and the poor usage to which 
high-priced land is put: in the 
upkeep of a Volunteer Corps which is 
an anachronism. The dismissal of 
ign“an nese from the 
Fire Brigade is a crying scandal, when 
the higher-ups and others have not 
even been asked tq make any 
sacrifice. The employment in soft 
yobs of a number of Regular Officers 
and Warrant officers who have been 
seconded (that is who possess other 
obs) is totally unwarranted and 
that the whole game of amateur sabre- 
rattling is completely out-moded. 
That there is no call for a Rickshaw 
Board nor real necessity for a Direc- 
‘orate-General. Rey RUS Mi rare aa, 
S not right to inveigh against 
the vested interests. As the world is 
constituted to-day vested interests 
must and will continue to have the 
upper hand. In fact they do make 
for balance which others lack. The 
economic system as a system is at 
fault but its representatives are not 
always the rapscallions they are 
painted. Amongst the newly con- 
stituted Shanghai Municipal Council 
is new and young blood quite cap- 
f striking out along an Inde- 
pendent path and whose good-will 
you can and will surely win. 

Keen opposition however will come 
from the die-hard and the perhaps- 
not (a cross between a camel and 
an ostrich). But their day thant: 
God is passing. Soon they shall join 
their fathers in the land of the 
dodo. 

I write in the _humblest spirit de- 
void of any cynicism or presumption. 
Had circumstances been more favour- 
able I would have made _ greater 
elamour locally. As it is I remain 
satisfied to follow where Mr. Bruce 


or others lead. And may tke 
Churches Ose h mserva- 
i whatever their denomination 


enter more into the task of seeing 
that social justice is done here in 
Shanghaj and elsewhere, This is the 
sincere prayer of 


Pe. H. Prevor, 


o. B. 
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